Photography Syllabus
2011-2012
Instructor: Vicky Satterwhite 
This course is considered an entry level course in Photography. It is designed with the beginning photographer in mind and will incorporate concepts and terms you have learned in your foundations course. We will apply those concepts to a more challenging set of problem solving and digital media exploration. Additionally we will explore themes that will challenge you to think critically about your own identity, the community you live in both global and local, popular culture and visual consumerism and how history effects the modern day and specifically you as a person. 

Objectives:

· Students will explore multiple uses for digital photography, both traditional and non-traditional.

· Students will develop a photographic voice by participating in group activities as well as critiques.
· Students will gain understanding of historical aspects of the arts, contemporary approaches to photography and the arts and begin to develop his or her artist statement regarding art making.

· Students will learn how to develop a good composition that incorporates aspects of the elements and principles of art. 

· Students will begin to develop the ability to articulate the formal art making process and how their decisions affect their overall outcome.

· Students will develop a body of work that enables them to have a vast number of experiences in this course that could take them, with confidence, into a level three photography course.

Procedures

· Students will come to class prepared to work, as this is a studio class and most of our time will be spent producing works of art.

· Students will receive an equal balance of classroom instruction and instruction based on his or her individual needs. 

· Demonstration of techniques will be an integral part of the classroom structure.

· Discussions of art history, social impacts on the arts, trends in art, careers in art, will be incorporated naturally into the course.

· Students will be required to show evidence of planning along in their photo journals.

· Students are expected to be naturally driven and to take charge of their classroom routines and time management. 

· Students are expected to complete and submit all assignments by the due date. Only under rare circumstances will due dates be adjusted.
· Students may not engage in counterproductive conversations and/or behaviors in class.

· Students will be responsible for the care of classroom supplies. Students must submit a responsibility form before they may use any camera.  If a student damages supplies due to neglect, they will no longer be allowed to use the camera and will be responsible for the cost of damages.

Grading

· Major class projects, critiques/examinations 50%

· Homework, sketches, class work/participation 50%

Fee/Supplies
· There is a $30 fee per semester for this course.  This is used primarily for photo paper, ink and camera upkeep.
· This course also requires a SD card that is larger than 1G as well as a binder with loose leaf paper for journal writing.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this course, please call 281-245-2232 to arrange a conference or email vsatterwhite@alvinisd.net 
I look forward to working with you this year!

